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Thank You to Our 2025 Silver Sponsors

Thank You to Our 2025 Silver Sponsors

WELCOME TO THE CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The CAASA Annual Conference brings together speakers and participants from public and private
pension plans, sovereign wealth funds, foundations & endowments, single and multi-family offices,
investment dealers, Canadian and global investment management houses, and affiliated service
providers. Panels and sponsored table talks sessions will focus on key issues facing investors
worldwide including structuring, legal & tax issues, IT and operational areas, and investments -
including: hedge funds, CTAs, private equity, private lending, real estate, infrastructure, and
cryptoassets/blockchain-related investments. 

All content is subject to Chatham House Rule.
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Thank You to Our 2025 Silver Sponsors

Thank You to Our 2025 Bronze Sponsors

Thank You to Our Educational Partner





WHY JOIN?

Founded in 2018, we stand at 400+ members and their motivations are plentiful and varied. Whether an investor,
manager, or service provider, some seek a group of like-minded individuals in the alts space to connect with on an on-
going and (semi-)structured basis; others have a more commercial interest in that they are intent upon being aware of
the newest trends in the industry and (providing they have one) presenting their knowledge to an audience of peers;
and others have made their mark (or are on their way to doing so) and really just want to give back to a group of people
that has done a great deal for them. Whatever your motivation, if you’re not in membership yet we’d love to hear from
you!

MEMBER BENEFITS

Investors join CAASA to be a part of a formal network of pension plans, foundations, endowments, sovereign wealth
funds, and family offices to discuss ideas, strategies, and operational issues particular to their businesses - all within a
closed group where managers and service providers may or may not be included, depending on the forum.

Managers see the association as a way to connect with peers, investors, and service providers to speak to fund
structuring, sales & marketing, and regulatory issues. CAASA is not a capital introduction platform, but we do create
forums where investors and managers can meet organically or via structured meeting sessions where participation by
the investors is strictly opt-in.

Service providers participate in our events and working groups as well as assist in the production of thought leadership
pieces which provide relevant information to both association members and the industry and investing public at large.

Founders participate in our Founders’ Pitch Competitions as well as other initiatives created to propel their fledgeling
businesses forward.

NATIONAL AND GLOBAL
 
CAASA believes that the Canadian alternatives industry has a great deal to offer Canadians and the global community.
The Canadian Model of Pension Management is well-known for its large alternatives focus, managed in-house in many
cases with substantial allocations to external managers as well. Canadian investment managers operate in a robust
regulatory regime (of hedge fund managers) that is becoming the norm across the globe and a stable banking back-
drop that provides solace for investors as well as opportunities for managers. Talent in investment management
(approximately 10% of all CFA charterholders reside in Canada) as well as newer areas such as digital assets and robo-
advisory services are a differentiator. Of course, Canadian investors and managers are keen to learn of best practices in
operations and portfolio management from their global peers.

INCLUSIVE, ACTIVE, AND PAN-ALTERNATIVE

The Canadian Association of Alternative Strategies & Assets (CAASA) was created in response to industry requests for
a national group to represent the Canadian alternative investment participants, including investors, asset managers,
and service providers. CAASA is inclusive in that it welcomes participation from all companies active in the space as
well as select individuals (those with investors) who might want to participate in committees and working groups - or
simply attend member events - without their employer being a member of the association. CAASA is very active in both
committees & groups and events: 10 conferences  in 2023 consisting of 73 panels, 21 in-person events, and 16
webinars as well as publishing 4 papers and attending 29 third-party conferences throughout the year. Pan-
alternative, for CAASA, encompasses all alternative strategies and assets including: hedge funds / alternative trading
strategies, private and public real estate (funds and direct), private lending, private equity, development & project
finance, digital assets / cryptoassets, weather derivatives & cat bonds, and all aspects of diligence, trading, structuring,
dealing, and monitoring alternatives in a stand-alone portfolio and as part of a larger investment strategy.

ABOUT CAASA
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A PLETHORA OF WAYS TO LEARN AND INTERACT

TABLE TALKS

We do not sell paid-for speaking spots, preferring delegates to choose when they might like to hear
from sponsors. Table Talks are 25-minute sessions where anywhere from 2 to 12 delegates can get a
briefing on a topic and participate in an interactive discussion. As with all of our events, we refrain
from pay-to-play and draw all speakers from membership and prefer audiences to opt-in to more
niche discussions, as will be delivered at the Table Talks. 

Attendees can choose up to two sessions out of those offered on the day of the conference. Titles/
topics of each session will be published on our conference app and web portal, also where
attendees will register for their desired sessions. This should be completed by noon on Monday,
November 3rd to ensure a table is not fully-booked, or delegates can simply sit at any of the
open tables at those times.

TÊTE-À-TÊTE MEETINGS 

This is your opportunity to schedule one-on-one meetings with any conference delegate. All matching is
best completed by end of day on November 3rd to ensure the scheduling software has time to confirm
the meetings and each one is served up to you at the right time.

You can schedule as few or as many meetings as they might like. Over the years we received feedback
that these are possibly the best part of our conferences as it gives folks an opportunity to connect away
from the scheduled panels and meal times and really drill down into their respective interests. The
software automatically suggests times that are mutually convenient for both parties. 

Anyone can book a meeting with any other delegate. Please decline meetings that you might not be
interested in or able to commit too - then the other party can invite another to chat. And if you are
interested, you’re free to connect via our messenger or email (we do not release delegate emails or
other contact information, so you’ll have to ask for it or send yours along to them and await a
response). 

All meetings will be scheduled via our conference app and web portal. Meetings are best booked
by noon on Monday, November 3rd to both parties accept the meeting. Delegates are free to have
ad hoc chats as well, of course, during the course of the conference at the venue.

FORMATS FOR THE DAYS

Read more at caasa.ca - or contact us at +1 (647) 953-0737 or paul@caasa.ca CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025 |   7
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11:00 AM

Registration Opens – Sponsors, Investors, & Speakers ONLY
We welcome all CAASA members who are sponsors of the event as well as all
speaker and investors (e.g., those employed by pensions, E&Fs, SWFs, single family
offices, and certain wealth managers).
All other registered delegates are welcome to the General Reception in the evening.

11:00 AM

1:1 meetings
This is everyone’s opportunity to meet – either as established via our conference
meeting & messaging app or ad hoc. We do not require a minimum number of
meetings/interactions and encourage everyone to network at their own pace.

11:45 AM Lunch Service Begins

12:15 PM

Welcome Remarks
Welcome to the Eighth CAASA Annual Conference in Montreal!
The growth of CAASA has occurred much because of the success of this event and
this is due a great deal to the talent and hard work of Ranjan Bhaduri of Bodhi
Research Group who organizes our programming for this (and predecessor events at
another organization), our flagship, conference.

James Burron, CAASA, Ranjan Bhaduri, Bodhi Research Group, Louis L’Ahelec,
Bodhi Research Group (Master of Ceremonies)

12:30 PM

Lunch Keynote – Portfolio Diversification beyond the 60-40 Portfolio
For much of the past 40 years, the 60-40 portfolio has performed well, supported by a
declining interest rate environment and stable inflation. Since 2022, however, stocks
and bonds have become positively correlated. If this trend continues, investors must
consider new ways to diversify their portfolios. Can commodities play a role? What
about gold and other real assets? And can absolute return strategies such as hedge
funds provide the needed diversification? This Keynote session will answer these
questions.

Wayne Kozun, Forthlane Partners

TUESDAY, NOV 4TH AGENDA

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025
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1:00 PM

Total Portfolio Management – From Vision to Execution: Case Study of
OPTrust
This session explores OPTrust’s advances in Total Portfolio Management (TPM), an
integrated framework that aligns investment strategy, risk management, and funding
objectives across the portfolio. This fireside chat, featuring senior executive David
Ross of OPTrust, is a case study of a how an innovative pension plan that has applied
TPM in practice, providing insights into governance, decision-making, and
implementation.

David Ross, OPTrust, Ranjan Bhaduri, Bodhi Research Group

1:30 PM Table Talk Session 1 (Managers)

2:15 PM Break

2:30 PM

The Next 25 Years
What will the next 25 years hold for markets and the global economy? Pierre-Philippe
Ste-Marie, who has a successful trading history through the crises of 1997–98, 2008,
and 2020, uses an implementation of the original 1956 Solow-Swan model to explore
scenarios of economic growth and contraction. He offers practical insights on
population trends and productivity, highlighting the importance of focusing on key
issues over tools, understanding risks, and preparing before crises hit.

Pierre‐Philippe Ste‐Marie, Bodhi Research Group

3:00 PM Table Talk Session 2 (Managers)

3:45 PM Break

TUESDAY, NOV 4TH AGENDA

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025
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1.

3iQ
Beyond Bitcoin: Active
Management & Private Market
Opportunities in Digital Assets

Rachel Kirkwood
Investment & Product Specialist

We look forward to exploring how digital assets are evolving beyond passive Bitcoin exposure. Join 3iQ to discuss the
rise of active management, private market structures, and global institutionalization—highlighting strategies like
staking, yield generation, and QMAP, our managed account platform.

Gord Ross
Senior Vice
President, Sales for
Central Canada

Capital Direct Management Ltd.
An Alternative Approach to 
Fixed Income

A discussion focused around how Canadian investors can generate consistent, dependable income by including this
well-diversified portfolio of Canadian residential mortgages in their investment portfolios.

3.

Mark Tower
Executive Director,
Head of Business
Development

Asset Management One USA
An Introduction to Asset
Management One USA

Asset Management One USA inc. is part of Tokyo based Asset Management One Group, which was established in
October 2016 through business integration of DIAM Asset Management, Mizuho Trust & Banking (asset management
department), Mizuho Asset Management and Shinko Asset Management. Asset Management One USA Inc. manages
approximately $7.1 billion on a discretionary basis, and provides various non-discretionary advisory, consulting and
monitoring services on approximately $14.7 billion in assets for institutional clients via various investment functions
such as Quantitative Investment Strategies, Equity Investments, Fixed-Income Investments, etc.(AUM/AUA as of
12/21/2024).

Anne-Sophie 
van Royen 
Chief Investment Officer,
Quantitative Strategies

2.

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SPONSOR TABLE TALKS
1 : 3 0  P M  -  2 : 1 5  P M

PRESENTED BY: THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES & ASSETS

A S S E T  M A N A G E R S
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1.

Capital Fund Management
Scalable Alpha: Innovations in Data
and AI

Advances in artificial intelligence and alternative data are transforming the investment landscape. See how the latest
developments are being applied in sophisticated quantitative hedge fund strategies, and what the outlook is for this
fast-moving frontier.

Peter Vaiciunas
Quantitative
Portfolio Specialist

Steve Shepherd 
Head of Canada

Wilshire
Unlocking Hedge Fund Alpha:
Managed Accounts, Portable‑Alpha
& Treasury Solutions

Join Wilshire’s roundtable to explore how allocators leverage hedge‑fund strategies and a managed account
platform to gain hedge‑fund exposure and alpha in a risk‑controlled, capital‑efficient way. We’ll discuss
portable‑alpha techniques and treasury solutions that optimise collateral, cash and structural alpha.

3.

Rishi Gupta
Head of 
Structuring

Wassim Sakka 
Head of Global Macro
and Systematic
strategies

Omnigence Asset Management
Canadian Farmland: The Untapped
Source of Real Alpha

Jonathan Planté
Director, Capital Markets

2.

As growth slows, inflation lingers, and trade tensions increase, Canadian farmland continues to deliver. It offers
institutional scale yet remains under-financialized, creating opportunity for disciplined investors. Omnigence focuses
on fundamentals - not market cycles - making this a timely conversation for those seeking lasting portfolio resilience.

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SPONSOR TABLE TALKS
3 : 0 0  P M  -  3 : 4 5  P M

PRESENTED BY: THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES & ASSETS

A S S E T  M A N A G E R S
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TUESDAY, NOV 4TH AGENDA

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025
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4:00 PM

First Mover Advantage
This fireside chat explores CPP’s innovative approach to investing in emerging hedge
fund managers. Richard Macklem of CPP Investments and Dr. Ranjan Bhaduri
discuss what CPP looks for in new managers, how early partnerships can create an
edge, and how innovation and alignment drive long-term success.

Ranjan Bhaduri, Bodhi Research Group, Richard Macklem, CPP Investments

4:30 PM

Top of the House: Asset Allocation – Challenges & Opportunities
This panel examines both the challenges and opportunities facing institutional
investors today. Drawing on perspectives from three leading pension plans, the
discussion will explore asset allocation, the biggest potential risks, and potential
opportunities. Attendees will gain insights into how top investors navigate uncertainty,
adapt, and position their portfolios for resilience and growth.

Pierre‐Philippe Ste‐Marie, Bodhi Research Group, Vincent Jacob-Goudreau, PSP
Investments, Mohamed Farid, World Bank Pension Fund, Pierre Gilbert, Bimcor Inc

5:00 PM Registration Opens for All Delegates

5:00 PM
Welcome Reception and Networking – All Delegates
All registered delegates are invited to this opportunity to meet and perhaps begin a
more fulsome evening.

6:30 PM
End of day
We suggest that delegates use the conference messaging app to reach out to fellow
conference goers if they wish to arrange other meetings/dinners.





8:00 AM
Registration & Breakfast
Please arrive during this 15 minutes so we can start on time and keep to our busy
schedule.

8:15 AM

Opening Remarks & Curriculum Overview (for all delegates)
We’ll give you a brief overview of the day and how we created the curriculum for the
day. The growth of CAASA has occurred much because of the success of this event
and this is due a great deal to the talent and hard work of Ranjan Bhaduri of Bodhi
Research Group who organizes our programming for this (and predecessor events at
another organization), our flagship, conference.

James Burron, CAASA, Dr. Ranjan Bhaduri, Bodhi Research Group, Louis L’Ahelec,
Bodhi Research Group (Master of Ceremonies)

8:20 AM

Next Frontier of Sustainability Integration into the Endowment Model
As sustainability goals evolve beyond traditional ESG integration, Canadian
foundations are advancing how capital can drive meaningful impact. This session
presents a case study of a foundation progressively incorporating impact investing,
social finance, and climate-aligned strategies into its portfolio. Participants will gain
insights into aligning investment mandates with purpose and practical approaches to
mobilize capital toward climate and social outcomes.

Andrea Kilibarda, Climate Finance Advisors, Patrice Boucher, Lucie and André
Chagnon Foundation

8:45 AM

New Research by CAIA: From Vision to Execution – Total Portfolio Approach
This NowTalk shares how leading institutions move from Strategic Asset Allocation to
the Total Portfolio Approach, revealing the cultural shifts, governance challenges, and
practical steps needed to turn TPA from concept into practice.

Kristaps Līcis, CAIA Association

WEDNESDAY, NOV 5TH AGENDA

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025
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9:00 AM

Keynote: How the Bank of Canada makes a Monetary Policy Decision 
In this Keynote Presentation, External Deputy Governor Nicolas Vincent gives a behind-
the-scenes look at how the Bank of Canada’s Governing Council arrives at its monetary
policy decisions.

Deputy Governor Nicolas Vincent, Bank of Canada

9:30 AM

Finding Alpha – best ideas for 2026 
A panel of top PMs from pensions and endowments share their most compelling ideas
and strategies for generating alpha in 2026, offering a front-row look at where they see
opportunity.

Angela Lin-Reeve, Healthcare of Ontario Pension Plan, Nirupa Muthurajah, University
Pension Plan, Fangyi Liu, UBC Investment Management, Richard Iwuc, University of
Alberta

10:00 AM Coffee Break 

10:30 AM

Balancing Purity and Pragmatism: Practical Approaches to Model Risk
Governance 
As models drive both daily portfolio decisions and long-term strategy, robust governance
is essential. This session explores practical approaches to managing model risk, tackling
complexity, transparency, and AI innovation, while providing actionable insights to
strengthen decision-making and resilience.

Greg Frank, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan

WEDNESDAY, NOV 5TH AGENDA

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025
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11:00 AM

Operational Excellence: The Hidden Driver of Investment Success 
Explore operational due diligence through the eyes of allocators in this candid, practical
panel. Panelists will share real-world lessons on scaling operations, managing risk, and
meeting allocator expectations, with actionable takeaways for emerging and established
managers alike. Gain insights into what separates operationally ready firms from those that
raise red flags.

Safiya Bannister,  Armeen Bhesania, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan, Cordell W. Thomas II,
New York State Nurses Association Pension Plan and Benefits Fund, Tishawna Clyburn,
Prudential Select Strategies

11:30 AM Table Talks (Service Providers)

12:15 PM Lunch Service Begins

12:45 PM

Lunch Keynote: The Shifting Landscapes of AI in China and the US
AI is set to drive the next technological revolution—reshaping economies, societies, and the
global balance of power. In this talk, Dr. Yuan explores how China and the United States are
pursuing AI along divergent paths. The US bets on breakthrough innovation, powered by
private capital and tech giants racing to build ever-larger models and cloud infrastructures.
China, by contrast, emphasizes rapid diffusion—leveraging open-source platforms to lower
barriers, accelerate adoption, and align AI with national priorities and coordinated
infrastructure developments. One strategy prizes frontier discovery, the other scale and
integration. Together, they are defining a new technological rivalry that will shape the
future.

Jingyan Elaine Yuan, University of Illinois at Chicago

1:30 PM

Keynote: Debrief: Strategic Thinking in High-Stakes Environments
With 27 years of service in the Canadian Armed Forces, Greg Soucy, a former Joint Task
Force 2 commander offers a rare perspective on decision-making and leadership under
pressure. Join this discussion exploring how lessons from elite military operations translate
into strategic thinking, resilience, and performance in business.

James Burron, CAASA, Greg Soucy, Canadian Armed Forces (Retired)

WEDNESDAY, NOV 5TH AGENDA

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025
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WEALTH MANAGER’S FORUM

An alternative conference designed for Single Family Offices, Multi-Family Offices, and Retail
Advisors

FAMILY OFFICE SUMMIT TORONTO
April 28-29, 2026 

This conference brings institutional investors from across the globe focusing on key issues
facing investors and managers in Canada and elsewhere.

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE MONTRÉAL
November 3-4, 2026

All encompassing alternative conference designed for Retail Advisors

TORONTO
March 26, 2026

Flagship Conferences

Thematic Conference

SAVE THE DATES 
CAASA CONFERENCES - 2026



Jordan Villarreal
Vice President

2.

Preqin
Fundraising Update in Canada

We will be taking a look at fundraising trends in Canada as they emerge and investor sentiment from Preqin’s most
recent investor survey as dry powder starts to get deployed.

Tom Johnston
Managing Director and
Canadian Market Head1.

iCapital
Facilitating Access to Leading
Managers for Private Wealth
Investors

Accessing leading alternative asset managers to incorporate into private client portfolios was previously challenging
with many of these vehicles having high investment minimums and/or being offshore with manual processes and tax
nuances. iCapital’s solution has already launched 60 funds locally in market (structured as domestic vehicles and all
on Fundserv at very compelling near institutional pricing) and opens up a broader tool kit for wealth managers to
enhance diversification, increase alpha and income and downside protection in their client portfolio.

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
SPONSOR TABLE TALKS
1 1 : 3 0  A M  -  1 2 : 1 5  P M

PRESENTED BY: THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF ALTERNATIVE STRATEGIES & ASSETS

S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

RBC Investor Services Trust
Managing Growth and Rising
Operational Complexity

Isabella Tremblay
Director, Segment Lead
Asset Owner, RBC Investor
Services

3.

Investing in new markets and asset classes is making it tougher for plans to access reliable data and meet reporting
requirements. When and where should you get help? And, how can you ensure you retain control of your core
competencies?

SimCorp
Stress Testing and the
Importance of a Total Portfolio
Approach

Melissa Brown
Managing Director,
Investment Decision
Research

4.

Economic and geopolitical shifts—from interest rate changes and inflation to policy uncertainty—can significantly
impact portfolio performance across asset classes. This session explores best practices in portfolio management for
assessing and preparing for these dynamics. Learn how to design and apply effective stress tests that reveal
vulnerabilities, strengthen resilience, and enhance decision-making across the total portfolio.
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2:00 PM
One-on-One Meetings
Time to make a few more connections.

3:00 PM

Geopolitics and Ramifications for Portfolio Management
Join experts from two of Canada’s leading pension funds for a dynamic fireside chat on
how global political shifts are reshaping the investment landscape. Gain first-hand insights
on navigating geopolitical risks, adapting portfolio strategies, and seizing opportunities in
an increasingly complex world.

Marie Gruttadauria, La Caisse, Bill Bobey, CPP Investments

3:30 PM

Systematic Strategies and the Pursuit of Alpha
This panel of seasoned allocators explores systematic strategies from diverse angles,
united by the pursuit of alpha.

Wassim Sakka, Wilshire, Kevin Blank, State of Wisconsin Investment Board, Wagner Dada,
CPP Investments, Scott Radke, New Holland Capital

4:00 PM

Perspectives on Private Matters
Leading investors share their insights and approaches to unlocking value in private
markets and the trends shaping their outlook.

Shankar Kamath, BCI, Adam Smalley, FCC Capital, Marjorie Skolnik, CI Coriel Capital Inc.,
Justin Young, MEMCO: Multilateral Endowment Management Company

4:30 PM Reception

6:00 PM
End of Conference
Until next year!

WEDNESDAY, NOV 5TH AGENDA

CAASA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2025
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Thank you to our many speakers, presenters, and those who added their themes and topics, panel
and non-industry speaker ideas, and other invaluable input!
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With 27 years of service in the Canadian Armed Forces, I bring extensive expertise in high-risk and
demanding environments. I began my career with eight years as an infantryman, where I built a strong
foundation in stress management, teamwork, and combat strategy. I then joined Joint Task Force 2 (JTF2),
serving as an operator, sniper, and later as a sniper detachment commander.

My years within Canada’s elite special operations unit sharpened my skills in precision shooting, mission
planning, and the management of complex operations under pressure. These experiences developed in me
a resilient mindset, strong leadership, and the ability to make sound decisions in both tactical and strategic
contexts.

Fluently bilingual in English and French, and a proud father of two sons, I am now leveraging my operational
expertise to launch a consulting and training security company. Through this venture, I aim to provide
organizations and individuals with the knowledge, discipline, and tools necessary to navigate today’s
evolving security challenges.

Greg Soucy
Retired
Canadian Armed Forces

Wayne Kozun is Co-Chief Investment Officer and one of the founding partners of Forthlane Partners, a
globally focused, independent asset management firm with offices in Toronto and the Cayman Islands.
Forthlane provides sophisticated Outsourced Chief Investment Officer (OCIO) services to individuals,
families, family offices, and foundations, applying the same diversification, rigour and due diligence of
leading institutional investors.
 
In his role, Wayne curates highly sophisticated global portfolios, diversified across a wide range of
asset classes and invested with top managers around the world. Forthlane’s investment approach is
focused on dramatically reducing risk, wealth preservation, and generating steady, compelling returns
—in all market environments.
 
Previously, Wayne spent 22 years at the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan where he held senior
leadership roles including Senior Vice President of Public Equities, Senior Vice President of Fixed
Income & Alternative Investments and Vice President of Tactical Asset Allocation. Wayne has served
on several boards including Camelot UK Lottery, Maple Leaf Foods, the Canadian Coalition for Good
Governance, the Pacific Pension and Investing Institute, the Michael Garron Hospital Foundation, the
Institute for Quantum Computing in Waterloo, Ontario and the Advisory Board for Campbell Lutyens.
He holds a Bachelor of Engineering Science from Western University and an MBA from the Ivey School
of Business, and he is a CFA® charterholder.

Wayne Kozun
Co-Chief Investment Officer 
Forthlane Partners

KEYNOTE SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Dr. Jingyan Elaine Yuan (Ph.D., Northwestern University) is a Professor of Communication at the University
of Illinois at Chicago. Her research explores how technology, media, and markets intersect to shape social
and economic change across global contexts. She has written extensively on political communication,
platform economies, and the cultural dynamics of innovation, with her award-winning book The Web of
Meaning: The Internet in a Changing Chinese Society (University of Toronto Press, 2021) recognized by the
National Communication Association. Bridging insights from Chicago, Copenhagen, and Beijing, Dr. Yuan
brings a comparative, cross-regional perspective to understanding how digital technologies transform
societies and economies worldwide.

Jingyan Elaine Yuan
Professor & Director of Graduate Studies
University of Illinois at Chicago

Nicolas Vincent was appointed external Deputy Governor of the Bank of Canada for a two-year term,
effective March 2023, with the term extended by one year in 2024. In this role, Mr. Vincent is a
member of the Bank’s Governing Council, which is the Bank’s policy-making body responsible for
decisions with respect to monetary policy and financial system stability.

Mr. Vincent is a professor of economics in the Department of Applied Economics at HEC Montréal and
co-chair of the Business Cycles and Financial Markets research theme at CIRANO (Centre
interuniversitaire de recherche en analyse des organisations). Mr. Vincent began his career as an
economist at the Department of Finance Canada in 2000. From 2007 to 2012, he was an assistant
professor at HEC Montréal, then an associate professor from 2013 to 2021. He was appointed as a full
professor in 2021. He has been a visiting and adjunct faculty member and researcher at numerous
institutions, including Columbia Business School, INSEAD, the Banque de France and the Kellogg
School of Management.

Mr. Vincent was the 2021 recipient of Marcel Dagenais Award for Outstanding Contribution to
Economic Research in Quebec and Canada as well as the recipient of a 2022–26 Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council Insight Grant. He was the winner of the Young Researcher of the Year
Award at HEC Montréal in 2012 and has won multiple Teacher of the Year awards from HEC Montréal
and INSEAD over the course of his career.

Born in Trois-Rivières, Quebec, Mr. Vincent holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree in applied
economics from HEC Montréal, a master’s degree in economics from Queen’s University and a PhD in
economics from Northwestern University.

Nicolas Vincent
External Deputy Governor 
Bank of Canada

KEYNOTE SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Safiya Bannister is a seasoned investment-finance executive with deep expertise in middle office,
treasury, and investment operations. Most recently, she served as Director of Middle Office & Treasury
at Mastercard Foundation Asset Management (MFAM), where she was responsible for liquidity
management, investment performance reporting, and operational due diligence for a globally
diversified portfolio.

Prior to MFAM, Safiya spent over two decades with the Healthcare of Ontario Pension Plan (HOOPP),
one of Canada’s largest defined benefit plans. At HOOPP, she led progressive investment operations
teams and spearheaded major transformation initiatives, including system implementations, valuation
automation, and the operationalization of complex alternative and total-fund strategies. Her work
enhanced scalability, governance, and efficiency across both public and private markets.

Safiya is recognized for her ability to bridge investment strategy with operational execution, ensuring
that institutions can deploy alternative strategies with confidence and rigour. She holds a Bachelor of
Commerce and a Master of Finance from the University of Toronto and is a CFA charterholder.

Safiya Bannister
formerly Mastercard Foundation and HOOPP
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Dr. Ranjan Bhaduri (he/him) is the Founder & CEO of Bodhi Research Group, an advisory and consulting
firm dedicated to research and education in the investments industry. Under Dr. Bhaduri’s leadership,
Bodhi Research Group has served clients on five continents and worked with over a dozen pension
funds.

Dr. Bhaduri is a leading voice and recognized authority in shaping best practices of the alternative
investments industry. Dr. Bhaduri has 25 years of experience in manager research, portfolio
construction, due diligence, structuring, and implementing managed account solutions. At Morgan
Stanley, Dr. Bhaduri performed due diligence and played a crucial role in developing customized
portfolios of alternative investments. He also served in an advisory capacity at the East-West Center,
an American think tank focused on U.S.-Asia-Pacific relations.

Dr. Bhaduri has been a featured speaker at both industry conferences and prestigious educational
institutions, educating both entrants and seasoned professionals in the field. He has addressed diverse
topics ranging from entrepreneurship strategies to advanced portfolio and risk management
techniques. Dr. Bhaduri’s academic contributions extend to publishing papers on a variety of topics
including liquidity, portfolio construction, managed account platforms, hedge fund strategies, and risk
management in esteemed publications.

Dr. Bhaduri holds both the CFA and CAIA charters. Previously, he served on the All About Alpha
Editorial Board and held roles such as Executive of the CAIA Chicago Chapter and currently serves as
Executive of the CAIA Toronto Chapter. He has also contributed to AIMA Canada as a Board Member,
co-chair of the Managed Futures Committee, and member of the Global Research Committee.

Dr. Bhaduri has demonstrated a strong track record of leadership and mentorship. Several of his former
analysts and interns have achieved notable success, securing positions at renowned organizations.

Ranjan Bhaduri
Founder & CEO
Bodhi Research Group

Senior Due Diligence Consultant and advisor to institutional investors about systematic macro, real
assets, renewable energy infrastructure, real estate, venture capital, and private equity strategies.
Specializes in the Americas & Asia Pacific regions, within developed, emerging, and frontier markets.
Prior to her current role, she was at CNID and prior to that worked at Albourne Partners (seven years in
Toronto and four years in Hong Kong); she has published several articles and led initiatives related to
fiduciary oversight, market abuse, and discerning conflicts of interest. Ms. Bhesania is a Chartered
Accountant (Ontario, Canada) and CPA (Maine, USA).

Armeen Bhesania
Senior Manager, Due Diligence & Advisory
Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan
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Kevin is a Senior Analyst for the Private Markets and Funds Alpha Division at the State of Wisconsin
Investment Board (SWIB), which oversees approximately $156 billion in assets. Kevin’s
responsibilities include manager due diligence, portfolio construction, and oversight of hedge funds
and long-only external manager relationships. Kevin received a bachelor’s degree from Marquette
University and is currently pursuing his MBA at the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern
University.

Kevin Blank
Senior Analyst
State of Wisconsin Investment Board
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Bill is responsible for CMF’s portfolio strategy, design, and risk management, overseeing an absolute
return global public market portfolio that integrates external funds with internal systematic investment
programs. Prior to joining CPP Investments in 2011, he was an Assistant Professor of Finance at the
Sobey School of Business and a Senior Quant at Capula Investment Management. He holds a PhD in
Finance from the University of Toronto and an MSc in Financial Mathematics from the University of
Warwick.

Bill Bobey
Managing Director, Portfolio Construction and
Risk, Capital Markets and Factor Investing
CPP Investments

Patrice Boucher
Vice President and Chief Investment Officer
Lucie and André Chagnon Foundation

Patrice Boucher has served as Vice President and Chief Investment Officer at the Lucie and André
Chagnon Foundation since 2022. He oversees the management of the Foundation’s investment
portfolio as well as that of the family office. He initially joined the organization in 2007 as an analyst.

Throughout his career, he has developed an in-depth understanding of major traditional and alternative
asset classes, along with expertise in portfolio management encompassing performance analysis and
financial modeling, risk management, manager selection, responsible investing, asset allocation, and
the development of investment policies.

In addition, Patrice is actively involved in the financial community as a volunteer member of CFA
Montréal’s Sustainable Finance Committee and Programming Committee. He also serves on the Impact
Investment Subcommittee of the Foundation of Greater Montréal.
He holds a Bachelor’s degree (B.B.A.) and a Master’s degree (M.Sc.) in Business Administration from
HEC Montréal. He is also a CFA charterholder and holds the CFA Institute Certificate in ESG Investing.
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James co-founded CAASA in response to industry support for a Canadian alternatives association to
serve all aspects including: hedge / alternative strategies; private lending; private real estate; private
equity; plus emerging areas where Canada is a leader such as digital assets / blockchain and robo-
advisors.

Prior to CAASA, James was the Chief Operating Officer of AIMA Canada where his team of three worked
with 12 committees to produce 50-60 events per annum across Canada, organize 100+ committee
meetings, and increase member numbers over his 7-year tenure from 66 to 164 corporate entities.

James also has experience in research and writing for the CAIA Association as well as serving on
CAIA’s Exam Council and as a grader for the Level II portion of the exam. He also had roles in
institutional sales and FoHF structuring in Seoul, South Korea, as a Product Manager at ICICI Wealth
Management, and an Investment Advisor at RBC Dominion Securities. He graduated from Simon Fraser
University with a BBA (Finance).

James Burron
Founding Partner
CAASA

Tishawna Clyburn joined Prudential Select Strategies (f/k/a Prudential’s Alternative Assets Group) in
August 2013 as an Investment Analyst on the Real Assets Investment Team.She has more than 12
years of investment and operational due diligence experience across all alternative asset classes. In
2014, she moved from the Real Assets Investment Team to the Hedge Fund Investment Team, where
she assumed increasing amounts of responsibility for manager sourcing and due diligence, and was
eventually promoted to Senior Associate. As a Senior Associate, she was responsible for manager
research and due diligence of equity and credit-oriented hedge fund investments. In June 2022, she
was promoted to Vice President, Head of Operational Due Diligence.In this role, she was tasked with
launching and building out an independent operational due diligence function to support all private
equity, hedge fund, real assets and manager of managers fund investments and SMA mandates. Prior
to joining Prudential, Tishawna was a corporate and investment banking analyst for KeyBanc Capital
Markets. 

In 2017, Tishawna was recognized among CIO magazine’s 40-under-forty Rising Stars.

Tishawna graduated summa cum laude from the New Jersey Institute of Technology with a Bachelor of
Science degree with a concentration in Finance in 2011.

Tishawna Clyburn
Investment Vice President, Head of Operational Due Diligence
Prudential Select Strategies
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Wagner Dada
Managing Director, Systematic Strategies Group, Capital Markets & Factor Investing
CPP Investments

Wagner oversees a global portfolio of systematic absolute return strategies in the macro space
focusing on interest rates, currencies, and commodities at CPP Investments. Before his current role, he
was previously focused on portfolio construction efforts in the global tactical and asset allocation
group.

Prior to joining CPP Investments, Wagner was a Quantitative Portfolio Manager responsible for the
development, research and management of a global macro multi-asset systematic strategy at Tudor
Investment Corporation. 

Wagner holds a PhD degree in Economics from the University of Cambridge. He is a CMT and CFA
charterholder.

Mohamed Farid is a Head of Absolute Return Strategies at the World Bank Pension Fund, managing
over $4 billion of Absolute Return Strategies portfolio. Mohamed has over 24years of experience
investing directly in hedge funds and is an active member ofInvestment Committee at the Pension Plan
portfolio. Mohamed has opportunistically co-invested with some hedge fund managers and
implemented internal hedging strategies.

Prior to joining the World Bank Pension Plan, Mohamed worked for Deloitte & Touche and KPMG
financial consulting groups in Toronto, Canada, Washington D.C, Egypt and Thailandwhere he led
acquisitions and bankruptcy engagements for leading clients in North America and Asia. Mohamed
started his career in commercial banking. He holds a master’sdegree from the Johns Hopkins
University in International Economics and Political Science as well as a Master’s degree in Banking and
Finance from Finafrica Foundation in Milan, Italy.

Mohamed Farid
Head of Absolute Return Strategies
World Bank Pension Fund
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Greg Frank is a seasoned finance professional with over 25 years of experience specializing in
quantitative modeling and executive-level communication. His career spans Canadian and U.S. banks,
where he designed and implemented models for valuation, market risk, and credit risk. For the past
decade, Greg has led model validation at Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan (OTPP), evolving the function
to encompass broader model risk and governance. He holds a PhD in Applied Mathematics from
Western University, with a research focus on modeling and understanding emergent behavior in
complex systems.

Greg Frank
Director, Model Validation
Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan

As Vice President – Head of Public Markets at Bimcor, Pierre leads the team overseeing investments
across fixed income, public equities, absolute return and credit for the Bell Canada pension plans. He
also supports the chief investment officer on a broad range of investment and portfolio management
related issues, including liability-driven investing, asset allocation and portfolio construction.
Prior to joining Bimcor in 2005, Pierre worked at the Department of Finance Canada, most recently as
senior project leader in the Financial Markets Division where he assumed responsibilities for the
development of federal debt management strategy.

Pierre earned his Masters of Arts in Economics from Laval University, holds the Financial Risk Manager
(FRM) designation and is a CFA charterholder.

Pierre Gilbert
Vice President, Head of Public Markets
Bimcor
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Richard Iwuc
Portfolio Manager 
University of Alberta

Richard is a seasoned professional with a diverse background in economics, finance, and investments
over his career. His journey began as a Research Analyst for the City of Winnipeg, where he honed his
expertise in economics and taxation policy. His career trajectory took a turn towards finance when he
assumed the role of an analyst and manager at the Winnipeg Stock Exchange.

Richard’s foray into investments led him to establish and oversee the Manitoba Public Insurance
Investment Department. In 2009, he brought his varied experience to the University of Alberta, serving
as the Portfolio Manager for the endowment. The focus of his work is presently on external investment
managers in private markets and real estate. He is also responsible for risk and strategy research and
analysis (including asset allocation). Richard’s academic credentials include a BSc and MBA from the
University of Manitoba, and he is a proud holder of the CFA charter. He is also a doctoral candidate at
Athabasca University conducting research on Canadian university endowments.

Marie Gruttadauria
Senior Advisor, Geopolitical Analysis
La Caisse

Marie Gruttadauria holds the position of Senior Advisor, Geopolitical Analysis within La Caisse ‘s
Thematic and Emerging Portfolio Risk Foresight team. Previously responsible for the Latin America
region, she is now in charge of assessing political and geopolitical risks surrounding La Caisse’s
investments in North America (Canada, United States, Mexico).

Before joining La Caisse in 2021, Ms. Gruttadauria worked as a governmental relations advisor for the
consulting firm Paradigme Stratégies. 

She holds a master’s degree in public and international affairs from the Université de Montréal and a
bachelor’s degree in political science from the Université libre de Bruxelles (Belgium).

Marie Gruttadauria est conseillère principale, Analyse géopolitique au sein de l’équipe Risques
thématiques et émergents des portefeuilles. Auparavant en charge de la région Amérique latine, elle
est désormais responsable de l’évaluation des risques politiques et géopolitiques entourant les
investissements de La Caisse en Amérique du Nord (Canada, États-Unis, Mexique).

Avant de se joindre à La Caisse en 2021, Mme Gruttadauria a travaillé en tant que conseillère en
relations gouvernementales au sein du cabinet-conseil Paradigme Stratégies.

Elle est titulaire d’une maîtrise en affaires publiques et internationales de l’Université de Montréal et
d’un baccalauréat en science politique de l’Université libre de Bruxelles (Belgique).
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Shankar Kamath joined BCI in 2016. He is a member of the Partnership Portfolio, an investment team
that bridges other BCI asset classes and invests in instruments that are expected to generate positive
returns through market environments.

With $250.4 billion in gross assets under management as of March 31, 2024, BCI is one of the largest
institutional investors in Canada.

Prior to joining BCI, Shankar was a litigator for 7 years in public and private practice in Canada. Prior to
law, Shankar was an electrical engineer in the tech industry for 3 years.

Shankar Kamath
Director, Partnership Portfolio
BCI

Vincent is a Managing Director, Strategic Asset Allocation, in the CIO group at the Public Sector Pension
Investment Board (PSP Investments). In this capacity, Vincent leads his team’s efforts in advising
PSP’s senior management and Board of Directors on strategic asset allocation, including leverage,
benchmarks, strategic FX hedging and asset class mandates. He also leads discussions with PSP
Investments’ stakeholders regarding pension funding risk and risk appetite based on thorough asset-
liability modelling.

Before joining PSP Investments in 2010, Vincent started his career at Aon in 2003, where he
successively held positions in actuarial consulting and investment consulting functions before helping
kickstart the Financial Risk Consulting group, a group dedicated to investment consulting based on
quantitative modelling accounting for risks from both assets and liabilities.

Vincent is a seasoned investment and financial services professional with more than 20 years of
institutional investment experience in portfolio construction, strategic asset allocation, and pension
management.

Vincent is an Associate of the Society of Actuaries and holds a BSc in Actuarial Sciences from
Université Laval. He also holds the Financial Risk Manager designation from the Global Association of
Risk Professionals.

Vincent Jacob-Goudreau
Managing Director, Strategic Asset Allocation
PSP Investments
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Andrea Kilibarda
Co-Founder, Head of Client Delivery and Impact 
Climate Finance Advisors

Andrea Kilibarda is the co-founder of Climate Finance Advisors, where she leads the client delivery and
impact function, supporting institutional asset owners in managing systemic risks from climate change
across their portfolios. Her work focuses on aligning investment decision-making processes with long-
term, shared value creation and the broader goal of building prosperous, resilient societies.

In addition to her work with asset owners, Andrea advises governments, banks, and development
finance institutions on sustainable finance strategy and implementation, bridging policy and finance to
accelerate the deployment of climate-aligned capital at scale.

Prior to co-founding Climate Finance Advisors, Andrea was a core member of the sustainable finance
team at one of Canada’s big six banks. There, she helped shape the bank’s sustainable finance
capabilities, advising corporate and public sector clients on structuring innovative transactions.
Notably, her work includes leading the development of Canada’s first syndicated Social Loan, targeting
health equity and access in Northern communities, and the country’s first Blue Loan, designed to
address water scarcity. Her approach is designed to tap into growing pools of sustainability-focused
capital, while setting new market precedents. Andrea has also participated in IPO and M&A advisory
where she played a key role in embedding sustainability into capital-raising narratives and strategic
direction. Her advisory experience spans transition finance and carbon and nature-based solutions.
She has provided insights into business strategy, governance oversight, commitment setting, and
product development.

Andrea is currently pursuing an MSc in Global Environment and Sustainability at the University of
London (Birkbeck), further strengthening her interdisciplinary understanding of global environmental
risk and opportunity in capital markets.

Andrea holds a Bachelor of Commerce in Finance from Concordia University and is a graduate of the
Van Berkom Investment Management Program. She was selected as class valedictorian where her
address emphasized the systemic nature of value creation, urging future leaders to redefine success
through the lens of shared prosperity and environmental stewardship.
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Louis L’Ahelec is a Junior Analyst at Bodhi Research Group. He is pursuing a Bachelor of Commerce at
McGill University’s Desautels Faculty of Management, majoring in Finance with a minor in Computer
Science. He also serves as a Project Manager at Nord Consulting, supporting non-profit organizations
with strategic initiatives, and as a Fellow in the Integrated Management Student Fellowship (IMSF),
where he conducts research on the intersection of business and society. Louis is passionate about
financial markets, quantitative analysis, and the role of technology in investment strategy.

Louis L’Ahelec
Junior Analyst
Bodhi Research Group

Kristaps Līcis
Director of Exams
CAIA Association

Kristaps Līcis has served as the Director of Exams at the CAIA Association since 2022 and as the Senior
Associate Director of Exams from 2008 until 2022. He works in all areas of the examination process,
including, but not limited to, managing CAIA’s exam team, item development, exam design, item
analysis, and exam delivery. Prior to joining the CAIA Association, Kristaps worked at Alternative
Investment Analytics as a senior analyst.
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Angela Lin-Reeve joined the Investment Management Team at Healthcare of Ontario Pension Plan
(HOOPP) in 2023 as Senior Portfolio Manager, External Manager Program. In this role, Angela oversees
a portfolio of absolute return strategies that intends to complement HOOPP’s internal trading
capabilities and provides exposure to a wide range of strategies and asset classes.

Prior to joining HOOPP, Angela held the position of Director, Pension Investments at Royal Bank of
Canada (RBC) where she managed external manager portfolios in public and private equities,
infrastructure, and hedge funds.

Angela began her career at Russell Investments, taking on increasingly senior roles as Portfolio
Analyst, Associate PM and Director, Product Development and Strategy.

Angela holds a Bachelor of Commerce from McMaster University and the Chartered Financial Analyst
(CFA) designation.

Angela Lin-Reeve
Senior Portfolio Manager, External Managers Program
Healthcare of Ontario Pension Plan
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Fangyi Liu
Director, Manager Selection
UBC Investment Management
Fangyi Liu is currently a Director of Manager Selection at UBC Investment (UBCIM), a subsidiary of UBC
that provides portfolio management and advisory services. Prior to joining UBCIM, Fangyi worked for
over 17 years at Investment Management Corporation of Ontario (IMCO) and Workplace Safety &
Insurance Board of Ontario (WSIB), covering various public and private assets, as well as risk
management. Fangyi holds an M.A.Sc and an MBA from University of Toronto and is a charter holder of
CFA, FRM and CAIA.
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Richard Macklem
Portfolio Manager
CPP Investments
Richard Macklem is a Portfolio Manager with CPP Investments’ External Portfolio Management team,
which is responsible for managing a portfolio of investments in commingled hedge funds and
separately managed accounts across public market strategies.

He has over 9 years of investment experience spanning portfolio construction and allocation roles
across different strategies in the hedge fund space. He invests in hedge fund managers globally, with a
current focus on emerging managers. Mr. Macklem joined CPP Investments in 2016.

Mr. Macklem holds a BA in Economics from the Queen’s University and a Master of Financial Economics
from the University of Toronto. He is a CFA charterholder.
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As Director, Equity Strategies Lead at University Pension Plan, Nirupa oversees the design and
management of active equity strategies. She is responsible for manager research and due diligence
across long-only and hedge fund strategies, as well as the long-term strategic direction of the Active
Public Equity portfolio.

Nirupa’s career spans Canada’s top pension plans, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan and CPP
Investments, as well as a prominent family office. Her experience encompasses diverse roles across
private and public markets, building global systematic strategies, structuring hedge fund portfolios,
supporting direct lending in Asia-Pacific, and has experience investing in early to late-stage private
equity as well as public investment strategies.

Nirupa holds an Honours BA in Financial Mathematics with Business Administration from Wilfrid Laurier
University. She is a member of the Investment Committee for the boards of the United Church of
Canada and the Ontario Hospital Association. Outside of her professional pursuits, Nirupa enjoys
spending time with her young family, and is a proud ambassador for the Princess Margaret Cancer
Foundation, an organization dear to her heart.

Nirupa Muthurajah
Director, Equity Strategies Lead, Active Public Markets
University Pension Plan

Scott Radke is the Chief Executive Officer and Co-Chief Investment Officer at New Holland Capital
(NHC). As CEO, Scott is responsible for leading, implementing, and growing NHC’s business activities.
As Co-CIO, Scott is responsible for portfolio management, investment research, and portfolio risk
alongside Bill Young. Scott is a member of the firm’s Financial Risk Management Committee and a
member of the Investment Committee, which opines on investment and portfolio decisions across
NHC’s business lines. Prior to the launch of NHC in 2006, Scott was a member of the Hedge Fund
Group within a Dutch pension. Before that, Scott was a Vice President at Citigroup Global Markets and
previously an Associate within the Insurance-related Structured Transactions Group at Goldman
Sachs. Scott graduated magna cum laude from the University of Michigan with a BSE in Mechanical
Engineering and received an MBA in Finance with distinction from the Wharton School of the University
of Pennsylvania.

Scott Radke
Chief Executive Officer and Co-Chief Investment Officer
New Holland Capital (NHC)
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Wassim Sakka is a Senior Vice President focused on hedge fund research on Wilshire’s alternative
managed accounts team. He joined the firm in December 2023 as part of the Lyxor U.S. acquisition.
Prior to joining Wilshire, Mr. Sakka was a member of the hedge fund research team at Lyxor U.S. where
he was Head of Global Macro, CTAs and Risk Premia Research since 2017. Prior to that, he held a
similar role at Lyxor Asset Management in Paris.

Previously, he was a member of Lyxor’s managed account platform serving in a product specialist role
focused on quant and macro liquid alternatives. Before joining Lyxor in Paris, he worked within Société
Générale’s ETF structuring department and at Sophis as a trading and risk software analyst.

Mr. Sakka earned an engineering degree in computer science and applied mathematics from ENSEEIHT
with an exchange program in Polytechnique Montreal. He also holds a master’s in asset management
from Dauphine University and the Chartered Alternative Investment Analyst Association (CAIA)
designation.

Wassim Sakka
Senior Vice President
Wilshire

David Ross
Senior Managing Director, Total Portfolio Management 
OPTrust

David Ross, Senior Managing Director of the Total Portfolio Management (TPM) group at OPTrust, is
responsible for overseeing OPTrust’s public market investments, executed both internally and
externally. TPM pursues a total portfolio approach, deploying across strategies in equities, credit, rates,
commodities, FX, and hedge funds. David’s responsibilities also include oversight of the Plan’s trading,
funding and liquidity management, internal systematic strategy development, public markets data
science analytics and incubation investments in novel and transformative technologies.

Before joining OPTrust in October 2016, David spent 10 years at the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan in
Toronto. He served 8 of those years as a Portfolio Manager, pursuing discretionary global macro value-
added strategies on the Global Opportunities desk before serving as co-headof the Emerging Markets
Fixed Income & FX desk within the FICC group. Prior to OTPP, David focused on developing emerging
markets investment strategies in roles based in London, New York and Toronto. David has a B.A.,
Economics from the University of Western Ontario and an M.A., Economics from the University of
Toronto. David has been a CFA charterholder since 2006.

With net assets of $27 billion, OPTrust invests and manages one of Canada’s largest defined benefit
plans with over 114,000 members and retirees.
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Adam Smalley is Managing Director at FCC Capital, a division of Farm Credit Canada, and focuses on
innovative investment strategies that support the growth of Canada’s agriculture and food sectors. He
joined in 2025 after more than 20 years investing in public and private markets.

Previously, Adam spent eight years at PSP Investments in private markets, holding leadership roles in
private debt and an alternatives portfolio focused on venture capital and non-correlated strategies.
Earlier in his career, he held progressively senior roles at various asset managers, gaining significant
experience in investment analysis, trading, and portfolio management. Hebegan his career in
investment banking at Lehman Brothers in New York.

Adam holds an MBA from Columbia Business School and a BS in Accounting from Bucknell University.
He has substantial governance experience having served on several boards, including a public
company, and other advisory bodies.

Adam lives in Montreal with his wife and son.

Adam Smalley
Managing Director
FCC Capital

Marjorie Skolnik is a Managing Director at CI Coriel Capital Inc., an Outsourced Chief Investment
Officer supporting ultra high-net-worth Canadian families and foundations with their investment
programs since 2006.

She previously held various positions in the institutional capital markets, including as Director, Global
Equity Derivatives at National Bank of Canada. She began her career at Scotiabank, where she
transacted interest rate derivatives with central banks, treasuries and hedge funds.
Marjorie is involved in several philanthropic projects. She currently serves as:
• Member of the Investment Committee of the Fondation Lucie et André Chagnon, and
• Member of the Board of Directors of the Jewish Community Foundation of Montreal.

She holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree, with a Major in Finance, from the John Molson School of
Business at Concordia University, and is a CFA charter holder.

Marjorie Skolnik
Managing Director
CI Coriel Capital Inc.
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Pierre‐Philippe Ste‐Marie has 25 years of experience in the financial industry working with fixed income
and cross asset absolute returns teams. He has initiated and unwound absolute returns and indexed
portfolios and managed Canadian, US and European cross asset exposure levered and unlevered as a
team leader (CEO, CIO) as well as a portfolio manager. Pierre-Philippe joined the Bodhi Research
Group in 2022.

Pierre‐Philippe Ste‐Marie
Managing Director Investment Research
Bodhi Research Group
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Cordell is the Director of Operations at the New York State Nurses Association (NYSNA) Pension Plan
and Benefits Fund. He is responsible for leading operational due diligence reviews and broader
investment operations functions within NYSNA.

Prior to NYSNA, Cordell served within General Motors Asset Management’s (GMAM) Enterprise Risk
Management team; and was responsible for leading operational due diligence reviews on both
alternative and traditional asset managers within GM’s Defined Benefit and Defined Contribution plans
across the US, Canada, Belgium, and the UK.

Prior to GMAM, Cordell worked at Mercer Sentinel Group, Mercer Investments LLC’s operational due
diligence consulting group. While at Mercer Sentinel Group, Cordell performed operational due
diligence on alternative and traditional asset managers for both external and internal clients.

During his over 20 years’ experience in the asset management industry, Cordell has served in various
roles within reputable firms including Citco Fund Services, Société Générale and BNY Mellon Wealth
Management. He has worked with both alternative and traditional asset managers of various sizes and
geographic locations including North America, South America, Europe, and Asia.

Cordell W. Thomas II
Director of Operations
New York State Nurses Association Pension Plan and Benefits Fund
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Justin Young
Director of Investments
MEMCO: Multilateral Endowment Management Company

Justin Young is the Director of Investments at MEMCO where he is responsible for portfolio
construction and manager selection across client portfolios. He has a special focus on uncorrelated
strategies to help meet client needs in a wide range of market scenarios. Prior to joining MEMCO, Justin
spent 11 years at the $40bn South Carolina Retirement System Investment Commission where he rose
from Analyst to Director of Portable Alpha, eventually managing the $5bn hedge fund program which
was named 2022 Public Plan of the year by Institutional Investor. In addition to hedge funds, he also
spent time covering Fixed Income, GTAA, Equity Options and Commodity allocations at RSIC. Justin
began his career as a Research Analyst at Bridgewater associates where he worked with their global
equities team. He graduated from the University of South Carolina Honors College where he majored in
finance and economics. Justin is also a CAIA Charterholder.
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For more information on CAASA membership, initiatives, and events please contact:

James Burron, CAIA
Founding Partner

Paul Koonar, CFA
Partner

Suite 2500, 120 Adelaide Street West
Toronto, Ontario

M5H 1T1

Special Thanks 
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2025 Gold Partners


